The Dovekie (Alle alle) is the smallest and one of the most abundant alcids inhabiting the North Atlantic Ocean (Salomonsen, 1950 Only a few small flocks of Dovekies were seen flying around the island when we arrived and we saw none among the boulder moraine where Qaqqasiq had seen many in June. However, the typical pungent smell of a seabird colony and the enhanced growth of vegetation and nitrophilous lichens throughout the boulder moraine indicated an established colony. A colony of about 500 Arctic Terns (Sterna paradiseu) also occupied the island; we found two nests with single eggs (one hatching), one with a pair of eggs (one hatching), and a pair of newly-hatched chicks (one dead). The terns were unusually non-aggressive towards the intruders. Many old eider nests were scattered throughout the tern colony, and a female Common Eider (Somareria mollissima) was flushed from a nest containing two eggs that were just hatching. Ice conditions in the eastern Canadian Arctic were unusually severe in the summer of 1983 (Ice Forecasting Central, Ottawa) and might have contributed to the apparent poor breeding success of the terns.
The Dovekie colony appeared to be vacated and we were about to leave when Qaqqasiq detected a faint call from the moraine. After carefully moving a few boulders, we found two Dovekie eggs, and nearby an adult Dovekie. The eggs (47.6 x 32.3 mm and 46.9 x 32.6 mm) were addled. Tigullaraq then located a chick (Fig. l) , and in the same crevice, an ancient Dovekie snare of baleen fibres (Fig. 2) . The snare gives a clue to the age of the Dovekie colony: the baleen is undoubtedly that of a bowhead whale, a species that was brought to nearextinction in the area at the turn of the century. Qaqqasiq indicated that the snare was very old, dating long before his lifetime. Ancient tent circles and cache sites indicate that the island has a long history of use by the Inuit, possibly as a place to gather eider eggs and snare Dovekies as Northwest Greenland Inuit still do. (Eider eggs are still occassionally collected in spring on Abbajalik and other nearby small islands -Qaqqasiq, pers. comm. 1983.) The island is located close to the spring floe edge in Home Bay, and currently serves as a cache site for various marine mammal products such as narwhal (Monudon monoceros) muktuk.
FIG. I.
Nearly-fledged Dovekie chick from the Home Bay colony. ' LGL Ltd., environmental research associates, Suite 333, 2453 &acon Avenue, Sidney, B.C., Canada V8L 1x7
We found another Dovekie chick attended by an adult before departing at about 2200 local time. It was becoming darker and other adult Dovekies may have roosted for the night; though flocks of 15, 12,4, and 2 were seen flying around the island, none were seen returning to the colony. Qaqqasiq indicated that Dovekies had covered the boulder moraine in large numbers in the spring. Possibly many adults and chicks had already departed from the colony; the peak of fledging occurs in mid-August in Northwest Greenland (Roby et al., 1981) . In any case, it was apparent that the colony was not large, being restricted to the boulder moraine on the eastern tip of the island. Judging by patterns of excrement deposition, the present colony was restricted to an area of -0.5 ha. It appeared from the distribution of vegetation and the availability of suitable moraine habitat that the colony once covered a larger area (roughly 3-5 ha). We were unable to visit another reported Dovekie colony on a small island called Ijutuq, located further south in Home Bay. Qaqqasiq indicated that the colony was considerably larger than the one on Abbajalik, but was able only tentatively to identify its location on a map (Fig. 2) .
Our enthusiasm at the "discovery" of breeding Dovekies was treated with tolerant humour by Qaqqasiq, for the existe= of the Home Bay colonies was well known to hunters who knew the area. We had only to ask.
